CHIMNEY SWIFTS:  WHY WE SHOULD CARE
Georgean and Paul Kyle

Driftwood Wildlife Association / Travis Audubon
(45 minute PowerPoint with imbedded video, 15+ minutes Q&A)

Sleek, unique and secretive, Chimney Swifts build their nests, raise their families and sleep just feet from where we watch TV, eat meals and play with our own children, yet most people have never actually seen one – to know what it is.  Join the Kyles as they explore the secretive home life of these aerial acrobats, their fight to cling to survival and what is being done to conserve their declining numbers.

 Biographical Sketch

Georgean and Paul Kyle have had a love affair with Chimney Swifts for more than 20 years.  They have hand-reared and released more than 1100 babies, cared for injured adults, built dozens of towers for the swifts to nest and roost in and worked tirelessly to educate the public about these benign, beneficial avian insectivores.  In 1995 they founded the North American Chimney Swift Nest Site Research Project, a continent-wide conservation initiative, and in 1999 received the National Partners in Flight award for their efforts in Public Awareness.   Their book about the secret life of Chimney Swifts and a companion Chimney Swift tower construction guide were published by the Texas A&M University Press in the spring of 2005.
In December of 2006, the Kyles entered a life-time partnership with the Travis Audubon Society (TAS) when they donated their home and the surrounding eight acres to be maintained as the Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary in perpetuity.  They continue to live on the property under a Life Estate and as TAS Sanctuary Stewards. 
· Georgean and Paul Kyle were born in 1950 and married in 1969
· Moved to northwestern Travis County, Texas in 1972
· Have been involved in bird-banding, public education and avian conservation since 1984
· Previously held State and Federal permits for bird-banding, avian rehabilitation and special purpose scientific projects

· Members of the Board of Directors of the Driftwood Wildlife Association (DWA) since 1986
· Editors of “Chaetura”, the annual newsletter of the North American Chimney Swift Nest Site Research Project

· Creators and maintainers of the DWA web site and www.ChimneySwifts.org
· Resident Sanctuary Stewards for Travis Audubon’s Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary in northwest Travis County
· Scientific papers, brochures, articles and research results have been published through Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, DWA Annual Report, Chaetura, Texas Partners in Flight Newsletter, Humane Society of the United States, National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association Symposium Notes, International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council, Texas Birds magazine, Oklahoma and Louisiana Departments of Natural Resources,  the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) and the University of California (Davis).
