Susan Sander, founder of Riverside Nature Center in Kerrville, will speak on “Alien Invasion: the Price of Beauty,” on February 8 at the Gillespie County Agrilife Extension Building, 95 Frederick Road in Fredericksburg beginning at 7:00PM. This presentation is part of Nature Series Programs sponsored by the Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center held during the school year. The free program is open to the public.
Sander, a native of Michigan but a Texan since 1983, holds degrees in philosophy and environmental land use and planning. Sander has been active in environmental education since 1979. Among her credits include educational director for Riverside Nature Center, columnist on environmental matters for the Kerrville Daily Times for 11 years, worked for the Texas Forest Service, and serves on the parks and recreation board for the city of Kerrville. She currently works as a landscaper for a developer using native plants.
Sander will address the problems associated with planting non-native ornamentals in Hill Country landscapes. Many of these attractive alien ornamentals have adapted to our climatic conditions and have invaded our ecosystem. Sander will describe many of the common exotic plants that are used in landscaping, but have become problems because of their tendency to become invasive in our Hill Country ecosystem. 
For more information on this program and the Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center, please call Jane Crone at 830-990-9823.

