Jim Stanley, retired Chemist and Master Naturalist from Kerrville, will speak on “Cedar: Myth, Reality and Management” on November 8 at the Gillespie County Historical Society Building, 312 West San Antonio Street in Fredericksburg beginning at 7:00PM. The program is sponsored by the Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center as part of their monthly Nature Series Programs.
Stanley grew up in the “oil patch” in West Texas and studied chemistry at Texas Tech and Indiana universities. He did post-doctoral research and taught at Louisiana State University, before spending 25 years of research and development in the chemical industry. He was a member of the first Hill Country Master Naturalist Class in 2002 and later served as the chapter president for two years. Stanley has authored a book, Hill Country Landowner’s Guide, which describes common sense land stewardship practices for Hill Country landowners. He also writes a naturalist column in the Kerrville Daily Times.
Stanley will discuss all aspects of Ashe Juniper, more commonly called “Cedar” in the Texas Hill Country. Almost every landowner in the Hill Country has to contend with this pervasive native plant that aggressively spread across the region when wildfires were practically eliminated from the natural ecological system. He will sort out which common beliefs about cedar are mythical and which are real. More importantly, Stanley will discuss prudent management practices which will help landowners deal with cedar on their properties.
This is a free program open to the public. For more information about the program, or the Friends of the Fredericksburg Nature Center, please call Jane Crone at (830) 990-9823.
