



Birdville Christmas Extravaganza
Santa and Mrs. Cardinal realized that Christmas was fast approaching and they needed to have some kind of festive event for all the residents of Birdville. They recalled the wonderful tree they decorated one year and the great choral party where all of the forest singers displayed their musical talent. The Cardinals had thrown several parties where they invited all of the nice birds but kept the event secret from all of the naughty schemers. Santa Cardinal mused how much talent existed among the birding community; maybe this talent could be brought together to showcase their collective abilities.  

Santa Cardinal sent the word out to his merry pack of elves to join him and Mrs. Santa to brainstorm ideas for a big entertainment event. At the appointed time Blacky Titmouse, Rube and Ruby Kinglet, Carrie Chickadee, Bewick Wren, and Chippy Sparrow met in the big oak tree down by the creek. Santa Cardinal told the elves that he and Mrs. Santa had thought of an idea for the Christmas Season – an event that would showcase the talent among the winter residents of Birdville. 

Santa Cardinal wanted the elves to suggest the most talented performers they knew who might be enticed to join the talent show. Chippy Sparrow thought this was a great idea and suggested that the event be called the Great Christmas Extravaganza of Birdville. The other elves agreed with Chippy’s suggestion for the title of the show. Rube and Ruby Kinglet had a nomination for the first act. “Ruby and I knew of a group of songsters they had heard one time,” said Rube Kinglet. They call themselves - The Three Thrushes.”

Santa, who knew that thrushes are known for their singing talent, asked, “who are these three singers?” 
Ruby chimed in, “the Three Thrushes are Hermie Thrush, Merry Robin and Easty Bluebird.  Their harmony is outstanding, with clear melodic voices. Hermie rarely sings during the winter months, but I bet we can convince him to participate in the big show.”

Blacky Titmouse had an idea about another act he hears regularly by the woodpeckers down in the woods. Blacky offered, “I think they call themselves the Drummer Boys – Laddie Back, Goldie Front, Red Flicker and Lil Downey. Sap Sucker wanted to be in the act, but got voted out by the others for the mess he creates in the trees. Maybe the group will rap out their big hit, Little Drummer Boy.”

Carrie Chickadee said, “I think we should add some comedy and impersonations in the show. Although Mocky Bird, is a bit egotistical, he is very talented in his imitations of our summer residents such as Summer Tanager, Archie Oriole and Ashy Flycatcher. He also does weird things like saws, motors and squeaky doors, while he clowns around during his non-stop sound-quests.  I think we should include him.”
Santa agreed with Carrie, but cautioned since Mocky can get a little overbearing, it would be necessary to keep him under control. Obviously delighted, Santa continued, “We are making great plants to have a really spectacular show. Bewick, can you check with your wren cousins to see if they might want to contribute a musical act? Someone might also check with the sparrows, doves, and owls to see if they can offer an entertaining act. We do not want to leave anyone out, except those mischievous hawks.”

Santa encouraged his elves to fine tune the acts and to make sure they keep everything in the spirit of Christmas with lots of fun and frivolity. When the meeting was over Santa Cardinal belted out, “Cheer!Cheer!Cheer!” and flew back to his neighborhood to prepare for the big event.

Now if you go outside on Christmas Day morning, you might pick up parts of the big extravaganza in Birdville. All of the birds and I wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  
